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is illustrated with many half-tone views and also a large number of 
woodcuts, especially elucidating the native arts. (For notice of 
Hutter's maps see "New Maps" in this number of the Bulletin.) 

The Louisiana? Purchase and the Exploration, Early History and Build- 
ing of the West. By Ripley Hitchcock. 349 pp. , 61 illustrations, 
3 maps, and an Index. Ginn &• Co., Boston, ipoj. (Price, $1.23.) 
In 1803 the United States purchased from France the region 
claimed by that country lying between the Mississippi River and 
the Rocky Mountains. The Louisiana Purchase, as it is called, 
embraced about one-third of our present territory, and the St. 
Louis Exposition is commemorative of the great transaction. Mr. 
Hitchcock tells the story of this large part of our West, including 
the work of the Spanish and French pioneers, the explorations 
after the Purchase, and the aspects of the region through its 
formative periods and up to the present time, when it contains 
15,000,000 inhabitants. In this clear and simple narrative Mr. 
Hitchcock brings together much material that is usually scattered 
through different volumes, and gives a comprehensive and con- 
secutive view of our early West and the influences that made the 
region what it has become. Most of the illustrations are drawn 
from early sources. Lewis and Clark did not hear that Alexander 
Hamilton had been killed in a duel by Burr till two years after the 
tragedy had occurred — a fact that illustrates the complete isolation 
in which they lived during their great journey. 



NOTES AND NEWS. 

The Eighth International Geographic Congress. — The 
Committee of Arrangements announce that the Congress will be 
opened at the Columbian University Hall, Washington, D. C, on 
Thursday forenoon, September 8. On the preceding evening an 
informal reception will be held at Hubbard Memorial Hall by 
President McGee, of the National Geographic Society. During the 
three days in Washington general sessions of the Congress will be 
held in the mornings; the afternoons will be given to sectional 
meetings, receptions, and other social gatherings. The Congress 
will be received by Mrs. Gardiner G. Hubbard at "Twin Oaks" on 
Friday afternoon; by the Smithsonian Institution on Saturday 
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afternoon; and by Commander Robert E. Peary, President of the 
Congress, and Mrs. Peary on Saturday evening. 

The Congress will be entertained on Monday, September 12th, 
by the Philadelphia Geographical Society. 

The meetings in New York, on invitation of the American Geo- 
graphical Society, will be held on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs- 
day, September 13, 14 and 15. 

The general meetings will take place on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day in the auditorium of the American Museum of Natural His- 
tory, which has courteously offered also accommodation for sec- 
tional meetings. Thursday will be devoted to a trip on the Hudson 
River. 

On Friday, September 16, there will be a field meeting at Niagara 
Falls, and the Congress will spend Saturday in Chicago. On Mon- 
day, Tuesday, and Wednesday, September 19-21, the Congress will 
meet in St. Louis in connection with the Congress of Arts and 
Science. A trip to the Far West is planned after the adjournment, 
and, on the return to Washington, President Roosevelt will receive 
the Congress. 

Retirement of Astronomer Russell. — A letter from the 
Sydney Observatory brings tidings of the illness of Mr. H. C. 
Russell, the well-known Government astronomer of New South 
Wales. At the time of writing his health had improved, but he 
was on leave prior to retiring on a pension at the end of the year, 
after 46 years of service. Among Mr. Russell's services to geo- 
graphy was the exhaustive paper he wrote on the occasional desic- 
cation of Lake George in New South Wales, parts of its bed having 
been devoted to crops several times during the past century. 

Mr. Francis H. Nichols, who is pursuing his studies of the 
people in Western Yunnan and Stichwan, writes from Tengyueh, 
(Momein) under date of April 1, that he is making excellent pro- 
gress, having adopted the Chinese costume and manner of life. 
He notes that there are rumours of "some kind of a war between 
Japan and Russia." 



